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CP1346 – Proving Tests shall not be based on verbal Meter Technical Details 

CP1346 proposes changes to BSCP02 sections 1.1, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.6 and 3.7.   

We have redlined these changes against version 6.0 of the BSCP. 

In addition, we have taken the opportunity to correct some minor housekeeping errors in sections 

1.7, 2.1 and 3.3. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose and Scope of the Procedure 

This BSCP defines the minimum requirements for the proving of new, and changes to 

existing, Metering Systems. In order to maintain the integrity of Settlement every Metering 

System is required to go through a full ‘end-to-end’ set of commissioning and Proving 

Tests when it is first registered for Settlement purposes in the Central Meter Registration 

Service (CMRS). Commissioning tests and Proving Tests do not necessarily have to be 

carried out on the same day, provided a reference Settlement Period is identified by the 

Meter Operator Agent (MOA) for the comparison between Meter Register data and that 

collected by the Central Data Collection Agent (CDCA) for the same Settlement Period. 

However, commissioning tests must be completed prior to carrying out a Proving Test, and 

all testing and sealing completed before the Effective From Date, except where a Supplier 

Volume Allocation (SVA) Metering System transfers to Central Volume Allocation (CVA) 

under BSCP68 (see Section 1.5). 

This Balancing and Settlement Code Procedure (BSCP) differentiates between 

commissioning tests and Proving Tests associated with CVA Metering Systems and 

defines the boundaries of each activity, as shown in Fig. 1. Commissioning tests, as 

defined in Code of Practice Four (CoP 4), are the minimum requirements necessary to 

establish that the Metering Equipment is accurately measuring and recording the energy 

(consumption or generation) in an Outstation at a Site. 

Whilst the general requirements for commissioning tests in relation to the various activities 

performed on CVA Metering Systems by the MOA which may, or may not, lead to a 

Proving Test being necessary, are covered in the table - Appendix 5: Table of Testing 

Requirements and Methods of Assurance of Settlement Data and associated Guidance 

Notes – any detail associated with those commissioning test requirements are out of scope 

of this procedure, and are not intended to replace the requirements of CoP4. 

In Fig. 1, the Metering System is bounded by a thin solid line, and the boundary for 

‘commissioning’ by the MOA is shown as a dotted line – Box A. 
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The purpose of a Proving Test is to establish the following: 

(a) The Meter Technical Details (MTD) submitted by the MOA or Registrant to the 

CDCA to enable data collection are complete, accurate and correctly transferred 

to the CDCA instation;  

(b) The CDCA is able to interrogate the Metering System Outstation and 

satisfactorily retrieve the relevant metered data in the required format; and 

(c) Prove that a Meter register advance for a given Settlement Period is consistent 

with the metered data retrieved by the CDCA for that same Settlement Period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1 – Boundaries for Commissioning and Proving Test Activities 

 

The boundary for a Proving Test, carried out by the CDCA in conjunction with  the MOA, 

is shown in Fig. 1 as a thick solid line – Box B. 

This procedure describes the process for determining the requirements for carrying out 

such Proving Tests or other agreed checks on CVA Metering Systems. This procedure also 

describes the activities involved in carrying out Proving Tests, and any additional checks 

that may be required either at the same time as, or in place of, a Proving Test. 

NOTE: MOAs and CDCA should ensure that all recorded readings associated 

with commissioning and Proving Tests, in accordance with this procedure, 

are defined in MWh. 

 Proving Tests or other agreed checks must use the MTD submitted to the CDCA by the 

Registrant or MOA in accordance with BSCP20, either via form BSCP20/4.3 ‘Registration 

of Meter Technical Details’ or the CDCA-I003 ‘Meter Technical Details’.  The MOA and 
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CDCA shall not use MTD which are provided by any other method as the basis for a 

Proving Test or other agreed check. 

1.1.1 This procedure covers situations where the Registrant or MOA is proposing to: 

(a) Install new, or additions to, existing Metering Systems; 

(b) Remove and / or replace Meters and / or Outstations; 

(c) Reprogram Meters and / or Outstations; and 

(d) Change the registration of a Metering System from a Supplier Metering 

Registration Service (SMRS) to the Central Metering Registration Service 

(CMRS), i.e. a SVA Metering System becomes a CVA Metering System. 

Some scenarios will not require a Proving Test to be carried out. Simple comparison 

checks may be adequate in some circumstances by agreement between the MOA and the 

CDCA using other relevant metered data from the Metering System collected by the 

CDCA. Where comparison checks are deemed acceptable the evaluation must take into 

account the overall integrity of Settlement. These comparison checks will largely be 

dependent on the degree of duplication within each Metering System. 

Other scenarios that are not covered by this procedure may require commissioning and / or 

a limited degree of Proving Tests. In these cases the MOA should consult with the CDCA 

and / or BSCCo (ELEXON), as appropriate, to agree the scope of testing required. Form 

BSCP02/4.1 should be used to confirm any agreements between the MOA and CDCA. 

1.1.2 This procedure specifically excludes the requirement for Proving Tests or additional 

checks for Metering Systems registered in SMRS (these are covered in BSCP514). 

1.1.3 Proving Tests or additional checks are not required for: 

(a) Change of Registrant – since there is no impact on the physical Metering System 

or associated parameters (unless PINs are changed) - this activity is then covered 

under reprogramming of Meters / Outstations; 

(b) Change of Data Collector – except where there is a transfer of Metering System 

registration from SMRS to CMRS - since there is only one BSC Agent acting as a 

Data Collector (CDCA) for CVA Metering Systems. 

(c) Change of Meter Operator Agent – since this only requires a registration change 

by the Registrant, in accordance with BSCP20; 

 

[Sections 1.2-1.6 are unchanged] 
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1.7 Associated BSC Procedures 

BSCP06 CVA Meter Operations for Metering Systems Registered in 

CMRSNotification and Sealing of Metering Equipment for Central 

Volume Allocation 

BSCP20 Registration of Metering Systems for Central Volume Allocation 

BSCP25 Registration of Transmission System Boundary Points, Grid Supply 

Points, GSP Groups and Distribution System Connection Points 

BSCP38 Authorisations (or where appropriate BDTP38). Please note references 

throughout this document to BSCP38 also relate to the associated 

BDTP38 where appropriate 

BSCP68 Transfer of Registration of Metering Systems between CMRS and SMRS 

 

2. ACRONYMS AND DEFINITIONS 

2.1 List of Acronyms 

The terms used in this BSCP are defined as follows: 

BDTP BETTA Data Take On Procedure 

BSCCo Balancing and Settlement Code Company Limited 

BSCP Balancing and Settlement Code Procedure 

CDCA Central Data Collection Agent 

CMRS Central Meter Registration Service 

CoP Code of Practice 

CRA Central Registration Agent  

CT Current Transformer 

CVA Central Volume Allocation 

GSP Grid Supply Point 

LIU Local Interrogation Unit 

MOA Meter Operator Agent 

MSID Metering System Identifier 

MSN Meter Serial Number 

MTD Meter Technical Details 

MWh Mega-Watt hours 

SMRS Supplier Meter Registration Service 
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SD Settlement Day 

SVA Supplier Volume Allocation 

UPI Units per Impulse 

VT Voltage Transformer 

WD Working Day 
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3. Interface and Timetable Information 

3.1 Proving Test Requirements for New Installations 

REF WHEN ACTION FROM TO INFORMATION REQUIRED METHOD 

3.1.1 At least 15 WD 

prior to Effective 

From Date 

Advise CDCA of the date commissioning 

will be completed and the proposed date 

for Proving Test.  

MOA CDCA Proposed Proving Test date 

 

NOTE: The Proving Test date must 

be at least 8 WD prior to the Effective 

From Date and after the Metering 

Equipment has been fully 

commissioned. 

Fax / Email 

3.1.2 Prior to 3.1.3 Carry out commissioning tests in 

accordance with CoP 4 

MOA  BSCP02 / 4.2(a) & BSCP02 / 4.2(b): 

Metering System Commissioning Test 

Record 

 

3.1.3 Before Proving 

Test 

Confirm that the Metering System has been 

installed, commissioned in accordance with 

CoP 4, and is operating satisfactorily in 

accordance with the relevant Code of 

Practice. 

MOA CDCA BSCP02/4.4: Confirmation of 

Installation of Metering Equipment 

Fax / Email / Letter 

  Send commissioning test  records to 

CDCA 

  BSCP02 / 4.2(a) & BSCP02 / 4.2(b): 

Metering System Commissioning Test 

Record 

 

3.1.4 On date agreed in 

3.1.1 

Carry out Proving Tests in accordance with 

Section 5 – Ref. 1 in section 5.1  

MOA / 

CDCA 

 BSCP20 / 4.3: Registration of Meter 

Technical Details 

 

(CDCA-I003 Meter Technical 

Details) 

 

NOTE: A Proving Test or other 

agreed check shall not be considered 

successful unless it is carried out 

using MTD submitted in this format. 

Fax / Email / Post 
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REF WHEN ACTION FROM TO INFORMATION REQUIRED METHOD 

3.1.5 On day of 

Proving Test 

Liaise with CDCA to confirm that half-

hourly data is correct. 

MOA CDCA  Phone 

3.1.6 Within 1 WD of 

completion of 

Proving Test 

Send completed form BSCP02/4.3 MOA CDCA BSCP02/4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test Record. 

 

NOTE: Form must be signed by an 

Authorised Person registered in 

accordance with BSCP38/5.3. 

Fax / Email 

3.1.7 Within 1 WD of 

3.1.6 

Confirm results of Proving Test. Where it 

is unsuccessful agree measures to rectify 

problem and return to 3.1.3. 

CDCA Registrant 

 

MOA 

BSCP02/4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test Record. 

Fax / Email 
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3.2 Proving Test Requirements for Extension to Existing Installation 

REF WHEN ACTION FROM TO INFORMATION REQUIRED METHOD 

3.2.1 At least 15 

WD prior to 

Effective 

From Date 

Advise CDCA of the date commissioning of 

additional Metering Equipment will be completed 

and the proposed date for Proving Test. 

MOA CDCA Proposed Proving Test date 

 

NOTE: The Proving Test date must 

be at least 8 WD prior to the Effective 

From Date and after the Metering 

Equipment has been fully 

commissioned. 

Fax / Email 

3.2.2 Prior to 

3.2.3 

Carry out commissioning tests in accordance with 

CoP 4 

MOA  BSCP02 / 4.2(a) & BSCP02 / 4.2(b): 

Metering System Commissioning Test 

Record 

 

3.2.3 Before 

Proving 

Test 

Confirm that the Metering System has been 

installed, commissioned in accordance with CoP 4, 

and is operating satisfactorily in accordance with 

the relevant Code of Practice. 

MOA CDCA BSCP02/4.4: Confirmation of 

Installation of additional Metering 

Equipment 

Fax / Email / Letter 

  Send commissioning test records to CDCA.   BSCP02 / 4.2(a) & BSCP02 / 4.2(b): 

Metering System Commissioning Test 

Record 

 

3.2.4 On date 

agreed in 

3.2.1 

Carry out Proving Tests in accordance with Section 

5 – Ref. 2 in section 5.1. 

MOA / 

CDCA 

 BSCP20 / 4.3: Registration of Meter 

Technical Details 

 

(CDCA-I003 Meter Technical 

Details) 

 

NOTE: A Proving Test or other 

agreed check shall not be considered 

successful unless it is carried out 

using MTD submitted in this format. 

Fax / Email / Post 

3.2.5 On day of 

Proving 

Test 

Liaise with CDCA to confirm that half-hourly data 

is correct. 

MOA CDCA  Phone 



 
CP1346_BSCP02_redlined_v0.2.doc v.0.2 
25 March 2011 Page 9 of 16 © ELEXON Limited 2011 

 

REF WHEN ACTION FROM TO INFORMATION REQUIRED METHOD 

3.2.6 Within 1 

WD of 

completion 

of Proving 

Test 

Send completed form BSCP02/4.3. MOA CDCA BSCP02/4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test Record. 

 

NOTE: Form must be signed by an 

Authorised Person registered for 

purpose in accordance with 

BSCP38/5.3. 

Fax / Email - 

followed by postal 

delivery of original 

 Within 1 

WD of 3.2.6 

Confirm results of Proving Test. Where it is 

unsuccessful agree measures to rectify problem and 

return to 3.2.3. 

CDCA Registrant 

 

MOA 

BSCP02/4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test Record. 

Fax / Email 
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3.3 Proving Test Requirements where a Metering System Registration is transferred from SMRS to CMRS 

REF WHEN ACTION FROM TO INFORMATION REQUIRED METHOD 

3.3.1 Within 5 

WD prior to 

the 

Effective 

From Date 

Confirm that the Metering System is operating 

satisfactorily in accordance with the relevant 

Code of Practice and agree date for Proving 

Test. 

MOA CDCA BSCP02/4.4: Confirmation of 

Installation of Metering Equipment 

 

Proposed Proving Test date 

Fax/ Letter 

3.3.2 On date 

agreed in 

3.3.1 and 

within 5 

WD after 

Effective 

From date 

Carry out Proving Tests in accordance with 

Section 5 Ref. 27 in section 5.4. 

MOA / 

CDCA 

 BSCP20 / 4.3: Registration of Meter 

Technical Details 

 

(CDCA-I003 Meter Technical 

Details) 

 

NOTE: A Proving Test or other 

agreed check shall not be considered 

successful unless it is carried out 

using MTD submitted in this format. 

Fax / Email / Post 

3.3.3 On day of 

Proving 

Test 

Liaise with CDCA to confirm that half-hourly 

data is correct. 

MOA CDCA  Phone 

3.3.4 Within 1 

WD of 

completion 

of Proving 

Test 

Send completed form BSCP02/4.3 

 

 

NOTE: CDCA may provide initial information 

to MOA to allow this process to start, e.g. where 

Proving Test is by comparison of data in the 

CDCA system with the data collected by a SVA 

data collector. 

MOA CDCA BSCP02/4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test Record. 

 

NOTE: Form must be signed by an 

Authorised Person, registered for 

purpose, in accordance with 

BSCP38/5.3. 

Fax/ Email 

3.3.5 Within 1 

WD of 3.3.4 

Confirm results of Proving Test. Where it is 

unsuccessful agree measures to rectify problem 

and return to 3.3.1. 

CDCA Registrant 

 

MOA 

BSCP02/4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test Record. 

Fax/ Email 

 
NOTE:  For Metering Systems installed to CoP 3 or below, alternative Proving Test methods and timescales may be more appropriate. Any alternatives shall be agreed with the CDCA beforehand, using BSCP02 / 4.1.. 
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3.4 Proving Test Requirements where a Meter has been Replaced with a Different Meter 

REF WHEN ACTION FROM TO INFORMATION REQUIRED METHOD 

3.4.1 Immediately 

on replacing 

the Meter 

Carry out commissioning tests in accordance 

with CoP 4 

MOA  BSCP02 / 4.2(a) & BSCP02 / 4.2(b): 

Metering System Commissioning Test 

Record 

 

3.4.2 Within 1 

WD of 3.4.1 

Advice CDCA of the date commissioning will be 

completed and the proposed date for Proving 

Test. 

 

Proving Test to be as soon as practicable 

following, but within 5 WD of, 3.4.1 

MOA CDCA Proposed Proving Test date 

 

NOTE: The Proving Test date must 

be after the Metering Equipment has 

been fully commissioned. 

Fax/ Email 

3.4.3 Prior to 

Proving 

Test date
 1 

Confirm that the Meter has been installed, 

commissioned in accordance with CoP 4, and is 

operating satisfactorily in accordance with the 

relevant Code of Practice. 

MOA CDCA BSCP02/4.4: Confirmation of 

Installation of Metering Equipment 

Fax/ Email 

  Send commissioning test records to CDCA   BSCP02 / 4.2(a) & BSCP02 / 4.2(b): 

Metering System Commissioning Test 

Record 

 

3.4.4 On date 

agreed in 

3.4.2 

Carry out Proving Tests in accordance with 

Section 5 Ref. 6 in section 5.2 

CDCA/ MOA  BSCP02 / 4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test RecordBSCP20 / 4.3: 

Registration of Meter Technical 

Details 

 

(CDCA-I003 Meter Technical Details) 

 

NOTE: A Proving Test or other 

agreed check shall not be considered 

successful unless it is carried out using 

MTD submitted in this format. 

Fax / Email / Post 

                                                
1 If possible, or within 1 WD of 3.4.1 if commissioning and Proving Tests are carried out at the same time. 
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REF WHEN ACTION FROM TO INFORMATION REQUIRED METHOD 

3.4.5 On day of 

Proving 

Test 

Liaise with CDCA to confirm that half-hourly 

data is correct. 

MOA CDCA  Phone 

3.4.6 Within 1 

WD of 

completion 

of Proving 

Test 

Send completed form BSCP02/4.3 

 

NOTE: CDCA may provide initial information 

to MOA to allow this process to start, e.g. where 

Proving Test is by comparison of data in the 

CDCA system 

MOA CDCA BSCP02/4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test Record. 

 

NOTE: Form must be signed by an 

Authorised Person registered in 

accordance with BSCP38/5.3. 

Fax / Email 

3.4.7 Within 1 

WD of 3.4.6 

Confirm results of Proving Test. Where it is 

unsuccessful agree measures to rectify problem 

and return to 3.4.3. 

CDCA Registrant 

 

MOA 

BSCP02/4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test Record. 

Fax / Email 

 

 

[Section 3.5 is unchanged] 
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3.6 Proving Test Requirements where a Outstation has been Replaced by Different Type 

REF WHEN ACTION FROM TO INFORMATION REQUIRED METHOD 

3.6.1 Immediately 

on replacing 

Outstation 

Carry out commissioning tests in accordance with 

CoP 4 

MOA  BSCP02 / 4.2(a) & BSCP02 / 4.2(b): 

Metering System Commissioning 

Test Record 

 

3.6.2 At 3.6.1 or 

within 1 WD 

of 3.6.1 

Advise CDCA of the date commissioning of 

replacement Outstation will be completed, and the 

date when Proving Tests can be carried out. 

 

Proving Test to be as soon as practicable 

following, but within 5 WD of, 3.6.1 

MOA CDCA Proposed date of Proving Tests 

 

NOTE: The Proving Tests must be 

carried out after the Metering 

Equipment has been fully 

commissioned. 

Fax/ Email 

3.6.3 Prior to 

Proving Test 

date 
 2 

Confirm that the Outstation has been installed, 

commissioned in accordance with CoP 4, and is 

operating satisfactorily in accordance with the 

relevant Code of Practice. 

MOA CDCA BSCP02/4.4: Confirmation of 

Installation of Metering Equipment 

Fax/ Email  

3.6.4 On date 

agreed in 

3.6.2 

Carry out Proving Tests in accordance with 

Section 5 Ref. 12 in section 5.3 

CDCA / 

MOA  

 BSCP20 / 4.3: Registration of Meter 

Technical Details 

 

(CDCA-I003 Meter Technical 

Details) 

 

NOTE: A Proving Test or other 

agreed check shall not be considered 

successful unless it is carried out 

using MTD submitted in this format. 

Fax / Email / Post 

3.6.5 On day of 

Proving Test 

Liaise with CDCA to confirm that half-hourly data 

is correct. 

MOA CDCA BSCP02/4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test Record. 

Fax 

                                                
2 If possible, or within 1 WD of 3.6.1 if commissioning and Proving Test are carried out at the same time. 
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REF WHEN ACTION FROM TO INFORMATION REQUIRED METHOD 

3.6.6 Within 1 WD 

of completion 

of Proving 

Test 

Send completed form BSCP02/4.3 

 

NOTE: CDCA may provide initial information to 

MOA to allow this process to start, e.g. where 

Proving Test is by comparison of data in the 

CDCA system 

MOA CDCA BSCP02/4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test Record. 

 

NOTE: Form must be signed by an 

Authorised Person, registered for 

purpose, in accordance with 

BSCP38/5.3. 

Fax - followed by 

postal delivery of 

original 

3.6.7 Within 1 WD 

of 3.6.6 

Confirm results of Proving Test. Where it is 

unsuccessful agree measures to rectify problem 

and return to 3.6.3. 

CDCA Registrant 

MOA 

BSCP02/4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test Record. 

Fax/ Email 
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3.7 Proving Test Requirements where a Outstation has been Reprogrammed 

(i) at Channel Level 

(ii) at System Level 

REF WHEN ACTION FROM TO INFORMATION REQUIRED METHOD 

3.7.1 On identifying 

reprogramming 

of Outstation is 

required 

Notify CDCA of intended work and date when 

to be carried out. Advise CDCA of proposed 

date for Proving Tests. 

 

Proving Test to be carried out within 5 WD of 

3.7.2 

MOA CDCA Proposed date for Proving Tests. 

 

NOTE: The Proving Tests must be 

carried out after the Metering 

Equipment has been fully 

commissioned. 

Fax/Email 

3.7.2 Immediately on 

completing 

reprogramming 

of Outstation 

Confirm that work is completed and fully 

commissioned  

MOA CDCA BSCP02/4.4: Confirmation of 

Installation of Metering Equipment 

Fax/ Email 

3.7.3 On date agreed 

in 3.7.1 

Carry out Proving Tests in accordance with 

Section 5  

 

Ref. 13 in section 5.3 (for Channel level); and 

Ref. 14 in section 5.3 (for System level) 

CDCA  / 

MOA 

 BSCP02 / 4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test RecordBSCP20 / 4.3: 

Registration of Meter Technical 

Details 

 

(CDCA-I003 Meter Technical 

Details) 

 
NOTE: A Proving Test or other 

agreed check shall not be considered 

successful unless it is carried out 

using MTD submitted in this format. 

Fax / Email / Post 

3.7.4 On day of 

Proving Test 

Liaise with CDCA to confirm that half-hourly 

data is correct. 

MOA CDCA  Phone 
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REF WHEN ACTION FROM TO INFORMATION REQUIRED METHOD 

3.7.5 Within 1 WD 

of completion 

of Proving Test 

Send completed form BSCP02/4.3 MOA CDCA BSCP02/4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test Record. 

 

NOTE: Form must be signed by an 

Authorised Person, registered for 

purpose, in accordance with 

BSCP38/5.3. 

Fax - followed by 

postal delivery of 

original 

3.7.6 Within 1 WD 

of 3.7.5 

Confirm results of Proving Test. Where it is 

unsuccessful agree measures to rectify problem 

and return to 3.7.2. 

CDCA Registrant 

MOA 

BSCP02/4.3: Metering System 

Proving Test Record. 

Fax/ Email 

 

 

[Sections 4 and 5 are unchanged] 

 

 

 

 


